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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated September 15, 2005, Applicant has 
amended the claims, partially rendering moot the Restriction Requirement. 

More particularly, Applicant has amended Groups III and V to depend from 
claim 1 of Group I. Accordingly, while Applicant provisionally elects the claims of 
Group I for prosecution, Applicant notes that, as amended, Group I now includes claims 
1-12, 14-26 (formerly Group III) and 28 (formerly Group V). 

Claim 13 (Group II) is canceled, without prejudice. 

Claim 16 (Group III) is canceled, without prejudice. 

Finally, Applicant traverses the restriction of Group IV (claim 27), insofar 
as it has been amended to more clearly recite the invention. Specifically, claim 27 is 
presently amended to recite, "[a] method of using an initiator explosive device to initiate 
an explosive reaction...". Accordingly, Group IV (claim 27) is clearly related to the 



"initiator explosive device" of claim 1, and there is little, if any, added burden by 
maintaining the claims of original Groups I, III, IV and V for simultaneous prosecution. 



For these reasons, reconsideration of the restriction requirement is 



In the event there are additional issues which may be resolved by 



telephone, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned attorney at the 
telephone number listed below. 



September 27, 2005 

300 South Wacker Drive, Suite 2500 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 360-0080 
Customer No. 24978 



requested. 
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